
Large Group – What Must I Do?
MS & HS 11.17.21

LESSON SUMMARY:

"Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" Jesus’ answer to this man’s question,
as recorded in Matthew 19, is staggering.  As we just covered last time, salvation is by faith
alone in Jesus Christ, not by anything we could do.  So why does Jesus tell the man to sell
everything?  Is he implying that we could earn salvation by giving to the poor?

As we look at this passage more deeply, we learn several things about what it means to follow
Christ.  First, we learn that it starts with a humble heart.  Jesus’ answer should have triggered
the rich, young ruler to see his own imperfection; instead his pride kept him from seeing his
need for a savior.  It’s hard, if not impossible, for us to follow Jesus when we don’t recognize our
own sin.

Second, we will always miss what it means to follow Jesus when we’re looking at what WE can
do for our own salvation.  The rich, young ruler completely missed the point of salvation.  He
thought he could add to his good works, in order to earn his way to God.

At the conclusion of this passage, Jesus shares his heart with his disciples, and we see that
even though it is grace by faith alone for salvation, when one truly understands their need for
Jesus, they will give up anything to follow Him.

DISCUSSION GUIDE:

1. What did you learn tonight?  What do you still have questions about, as it relates to this
message/passage?

2. In what ways was this message personal to your own life?

3. Read Matthew 7:13-14.
○ Do you feel salvation is easy?  Why/why not?
○ Why do you think there are so many people who do NOT choose salvation?
○ Do you think it’s hard for people to accept a gospel that has nothing to do with

them? (i.e., they can’t earn it)  Why/why not?

4. Put yourself in the shoes of the rich, young ruler.  How do you think you would have
responded to Jesus?  Why?

○ Fill in the blank: If Jesus asked me to give up ____________ to follow Him, I
don’t think I could.

■ Why that?  **Leaders - take notes during this, if you have students
sharing.  This information is great to have for your 1-on-1’s!

5. Leaders - if time allots, randomly pair up your students to share with each other their
answer to the previous question, and encourage them to pray for each other.


