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OVERVIEW:
Is following Jesus worth your reputation?  This is the question we want students wrestling with.  We are
called to stand out for Christ, to be a light in a dark world, but that naturally comes with opposition.  Our
students understand maybe more than anyone, as they continually are pressured to fit in with their peers,
and can face different forms of persecution for standing up for their faith.

Tonight, we want students to understand the following from John 15:
● You should expect opposition.

○ It’s actually a sign you’re doing something right.
● It’s not you they are rejecting.

○ It’s Jesus.
● You’re not walking alone.

○ God gives us the Holy Spirit, and the body of Christ to do this life with.

DISCUSSION GUIDE:
1. Do you feel persecuted/opposed for your faith?

○ If so, in what ways?
○ If not, why do you think that is?

2. Why is it so hard to stand up for your faith?
3. How does this message help/encourage you?

DIVE DEEPER:
Have your students open their Bibles to Daniel 3:1-30.

● Read Daniel 3:1-3.  Who was invited to the dedication of the king’s image? (all government
leaders)

● Read Daniel 3:4-16.
○ What was the “safe” thing to do for these men? (bow down)
○ Describe the choice of the 3 Hebrew men.  How hard do you think that choice was to

make, in light of the choices their peers were making?
○ What were the immediate consequences of their choice? (brought to the king)
○ How was the pressure to compromise increased in v.14-15? (King gave them another

chance)
○ What was the Hebrews’ response? (v.16-18)

● Who is pressuring you to compromise?  How have they increased the pressure?  What has been
your response?

● Read v.19-24.  Did God save them from being thrown into the fire?  Why do you think He didn’t?
How do you think they felt in that moment?

● Read v. 25-30. If they had compromised, what would they have gained?  What would they have
lost?  Relate this to Matthew 16:24-26.

**Challenge your students to put this into practice this week, and to come back next week with an
example of how they stepped out from the crowd for their faith this week.


