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OVERVIEW:

Tonight, we continue to count the cost of following Jesus.  As we’ve been talking about, our
purpose in life is to spread God’s glory to the world.  If that’s our purpose, then everything we do
should go through that filter, including our dating relationships.  Tonight, we want students to
evaluate if their relationships are fulfilling their purpose - if their relationships are bringing God
glory.  We will walk through the following filter:

● WHO: Does the person you choose matter?  We see through the Bible that God cares
who you choose.  He makes it clear in his Word that we are meant to be united with
other Christ-followers, not being unequally yoked.

● WHEN: Does when you date matter?  Is your heart in a right spot to date?  Are you in a
right spot with God?

● HOW: Does how I go about dating matter?  If it’s all about bringing God glory, then how
we date is critical, including holding to physical and emotional boundaries.

● WHY: God created us for community - for relationships - but with the sole purpose of
sharpening each other in order to look more like Christ.

DISCUSSION GUIDE:

1. What are your initial reactions to the message?  Do you agree or disagree with the
purpose of relationships?

2. Do you think that dating another Christ-follower is really important?  Why or why not?
What are the risks of dating an unbeliever (as a Christ-follower)?

3. Why do you think it’s so easy to make other people an idol? (someone we think is more
important than God in our lives)

○ How do we keep ourselves from allowing people to be idols?
○ Do you believe physical and emotional boundaries are important? Why/Why not?

4. Contrast the world’s purpose of dating with God’s purpose.  Which one will you choose?
How can we help each other live in this purpose?


