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WHAT IS BELIEVER’S BAPTISM? 

 

➢ Believer’s baptism is a phrase that is used to portray the idea that baptism is a token of 
salvation.  The physical act of baptism is an outward sign of an inward reality.  Baptism does 

not “save” you, only your faith in Christ does that.  Justification, or the act of us being 
declared “not guilty” before God only comes through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, not as a 
result of our good works or as a result of our baptism.  The Bible is extremely clear that only 

by grace, through faith in Christ are we saved.  Consider just a few examples: 

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV) 

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1 NIV) 
 

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy (Titus 3:4-5 NIV) 

 
24So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 

(Galatians 3:24 NIV) 

 

➢ Additionally, Paul makes some very interesting comments regarding baptism in his letter to 

the Corinthians.  If baptism was needed for salvation, these would be curious words at best.  

Paul is not saying that baptism isn’t important.  He is simply distinguishing between a 

response to the Gospel message which Christ appointed him to preach vs. the subsequent act 

of baptism which follows a response to the Gospel. 

 
14I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so no one can 

say that you were baptized into my name. 16(Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; 

beyond that, I don't remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to 

baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ 

be emptied of its power. (1 Corinthians 1:14-17 NIV) 

 

 

WHY BELIEVER’S BAPTISM? 

 

➢ Every baptism in the book of Acts took place immediately following a believable profession 

of faith.  Consider the following examples: 

 



Then Peter said, 47"Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 48So he ordered that they be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  (Acts 10:47:48 

NIV) 

29The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30He then 

brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31They replied, "Believe in 

the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." 32Then they spoke the word 

of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33At that hour of the night the jailer took 

them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 The 

jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because 

he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.  (Acts 16:29-34 NIV) 

12But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13Simon himself believed 

and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 

miracles he saw.  (Acts 8:12-13 NIV) 

 

 

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 

 

➢ The Bible teaches that every individual who puts his or her trust in Christ for salvation 

should be baptized.  The Bible has many examples of this teaching, including the examples 

listed above in the section regarding believer’s baptism 

 

 

WHY IMMERSION? 

 

1. Because Jesus was baptized in that manner 

 
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. (Matthew 3:16 NIV) 

 

2. Because it is the only method practiced in the Bible 

 
10As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove.  (Mark 1:10 NIV) 

 
23Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and 

people were constantly coming to be baptized.  (John 3:23 NIV) 

 
38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 

water and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 

rejoicing. (Acts 8:38-39 NIV) 

 

3. Because the Greek word “baptizo” literally means “to plunge, dip, or immerse something in 
water”.   This is the word used in each of the baptism examples we used above as we built 

the case for believer’s baptism.  As Robert Saucy points out, “it is significant that the Greek 



language had terms for sprinkling (rhantizo) and pouring (epicheo, proschusis).  All of these 

terms are employed in the NT but never for the act of baptism” 

 

4. It best symbolizes a burial and resurrection 

 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BELIEVER’S BAPTISM? 

➢ As indicated above, baptism represents an outward sign of an inward reality.  Baptism is an 

outward symbol of one’s identification with Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.  The 
lowering of an individual into the water symbolizes his or her identification with Christ in 

His death and burial.  Similarly, raising that person from the water symbolizes his or her 

identification with Christ in His resurrection and new life.  The idea being conveyed in the 

following passage is that baptism represents the death of our old selves and the new creation 

that results when we become followers of Jesus. 

3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  
5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with 

him in his resurrection. (Romans 6:3-5 NIV) 

 

WHY BE BAPTIZED? 

 

1. To follow the example set by Jesus 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John tried to 

deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?"  15Jesus replied, 

"Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John 

consented.  16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  

(Matthew 3:13-16 NIV) 

2. To obey the command of Jesus 

 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  (Matthew 

28:19-20 NIV) 

 

3. To publicly profess my faith in Jesus Christ 

 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  

(2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV) 

 

http://www.ibs.org/niv/passagesearch.php?passage_request=Matthew+28%3A19-20&niv=yes&display_option=columns#fen-NIV-24212a#fen-NIV-24212a

