
 
 

 

9.21.22 
LARGE GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

(middle school & high school combined) 
 

 
The Severity of Sin 
 
Summary 
 
Tonight, is part 1 of the 2 weeks we will take to address the situation that occurred with JR and Christina. We 
will NOT be going into any specific details about what happened. We will simply summarize that they had an 
affair, which means they committed adultery and violated their marriage covenant. And then they repeatedly 
lied to and misled our leadership team to cover it up.  That’s the extent of what we’ll say about that. Any 
student or parent who has further questions can go to our website and watch the service and listen to the 
statement. We won’t be rehashing this whole thing with our students. 
 
These first two weeks will be challenging for several reasons, not the least of which is the fact that some of you 
have 6th graders or students from other churches who might not even know about this. Others of you have 
students who know but really don’t care much about it.  And then others have you have students who care 
deeply about this and were impacted tremendously by it. So rather than make the mistake of overlooking our 
students, we’re going to take two weeks as one big group and lean into it. Week 1 (9-21-22) will focus on the 
severity of sin. Week 2 (9-28-22) will focus on the immensity of God’s grace. These were the two main points 
of the sermon on 9-4-22. Then in October, we are moving on and starting fresh by spending our RUSH year 
covering passages in the Gospel of Luke. 
 
So tonight, Pastor Jeff will talk about the danger of hypocrisy and how sin can bring that about in all our lives. 
He’ll use Matthew 23:27-28 showing how Jesus dealt with hypocrisy to make sure students understand it’s OK 
to be upset about hypocrisy that may have hurt them.  
 
Then Jeff will turn the message towards the students and challenge them about taking sin seriously in THEIR 
lives. The quote he’ll use to drive home this point is: 

“Sin will take you farther than you want to go....It will keep you longer than you want to stay....And it will 
cost you more than you want to pay.” 

 
Then we’ll cover 3 ways to take sin seriously…… 

 
1. Take sinful thoughts captive 

• This point deals with helping them learn the importance of winning the battle for the minds by 
dealing with sinful thoughts the moment they hit.  

o 1 Corinthians 10:13 
o 2 Corinthians 10:5b 

 

LEADER REMINDERS 
• Leader Meeting dates in Oct. & Nov. have been changed.  

o October Leader Meeting is Wednesday, Oct. 12  

@ 6:15pm in the lower level of CCC. 

o November Leader Meeting is 11.9.22. 

• HS Scatter night is 10.19.22 

• MS Scatter Night is 10.26.22 
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2. Take sinful thoughts and sin into the light 

• This point deals with bringing our sinful thoughts and actions into the light be getting honest and 
opening up to other people. This is all about not tackling sin ALONE. 

o Ephesians 5:11-12 
 

3. Take vicious action 

• This point deals with being ruthless and very intentional about doing whatever you need to do to 
eliminate things in your life that might cause you to sin. 

o Matthew 5:29-30 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 
First……you should be sure to check in with your students in terms of how they’re doing with the JR/Christina 
situation.  Don’t skip this.  Give them a chance to talk it out if they are struggling.  If they are angry and 
unforgiving, remind them of the need for grace. If they don’t seem to care about the sin, then remind them of 
the need to take it seriously as evidenced by the RUSH lesson tonight. Review the message from September 
4th so you can be prepared how to address their questions. The group discussion time may help you determine 
if any students need a one-on-one to process further.  
 
Second, if you’re students don’t desire to talk about the situation, then dive in and make this topic personal to 
THEM……here’s some possible questions: 
 

1. Ask students where they are most tempted to practice hypocrisy where they SAY one thing but DO 
another?  Explore where they are most vulnerable. 

2. Interact with your students on the quote “Sin will take you farther than you want to go....It will keep you 
longer than you want to stay....And it will cost you more than you want to pay.”   
• Ask them what that means to them and explore it with them. Do they REALLY believe that sin could 

mess THEIR life up that badly? 
3. Ask them where their thought life can get the ugliest?  Is it pride? Doubt? Fear? Anger? A need to be 

popular?  Etc.  Ask them how they handle when sinful thoughts come their way? 

• Consider asking a couple students to practice taking a sinful thought and making it obedient to 
Christ in front of the group. 

4. Ask students if they have people they trust who they can drag their sin into the light with?  Who can 
they confide in?  A parent? Friend? Teacher? If they don’t have someone, offer yourself.  Or help them 
explore someone else.  Either way, students must understand the importance of being honest and 
vulnerable when dealing with sin.  

• Ask anyone if they have an example of confessing sinful thoughts or actions and sin losing its 
power because they dragged it into the light? 

5. Ask them to talk about where sin trips them up. Then ask them what it would look like for them to be 
vicious or ruthless about taking action against that sin?   

• Consider asking every student to write down a sin that trips them up and an action they can take to 
be vicious about eliminating it as Jesus says in Matthew 5:29-30.  

• It’s very important to make this practical for them. If they struggle with worldly behavior, something 
“crazy” or “ruthless” like eliminating Netflix might be what they need to do. 

• If they are envious and insecure, maybe cutting Instagram is needed.  

• Or if they are struggling to stay away from drinking, saying NO to the next party is being vicious 
about sin.  
 

Lastly….. 
• We want students to see how THEIR sin can mess THEIR life up too if they don’t take it seriously. Imagine 

what God could do if our students truly take that to heart! 

• THEN……be sure to tell them they NEED to be here next week for the second half. Because GRACE is big 
and amazing and can swallow up ANY sin…..including their own! 


